Minutes for Parent Forum – Tuesday, 7th November 2023[image: ]

Present: 
Haylea Elsey (Cedar)
Yesim Gok Koch (Chestnut)
Claire Roberts (Elm)
Tommy Roberts (Fir)
Sabera Bham (Hazel)
Ragnav Kapoor (Holly)
Julia Lester (Walnut)
Jemma Fairbrass (Willow)
Dave Carter (Birch and Oak)
Michael Parker (Governor)
Apologies: 
Kylie Wood (Elder)
Roxanne Hughes (Willow)
Agenda: 
Dates for Future Meetings
We will try and vary the times and days but we can always offer a virtual link.
Questions from Parents
Q: Lack of information or guidance with the process of applying for secondary schools.
A: Bromley used to provide a booklet but everything is online now. We sent reminders on Dojo and Mrs Helm did phone parents who hadn’t applied. We helped one parent complete the form online in the school office.
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/secondary-school-admissions/secondary-school-places
Host a meeting for Year 5 around Easter Time to talk through the process and school options.
Q: Bikeability for year 6?
A: 27th Feb to the 1st March although Bromley haven’t confirmed yet. (4 days)
Q: SATS in Year 2
A: The children will sit the SATs papers this year and the results will be shared with parents on the end of year report. We test the children 3 times per year (2 times in year 1 and none in reception) We pay for NFER testing in years 1,3,4,5 and use the government prepared SATs papers for 2 and 6. We will do the same this year. NFER will most probably start to provide assessments for year 2 which we will pay for. Assessments show what children have remembered and we then provide interventions for the children that have not remembered aspects of their learning.
Q: Poverest Road and Cray Valley Road crossing
A: I’ve emailed Estelle at Bromley again this morning. She emailed me on the 11th October to say she had passed the concern onto their engineering team.
Q We have a few ad hoc PE lessons in addition to the usual 2 and are only getting notified by Dojo the night before. Some parents have asked for more notice with these things as not everyone checks Dojo in the evening.
A We will always give as much notice as possible but sickness to staff etc means we sometimes have to make changes to the curriculum at short notice. No child will miss out however and they will just do PE in their school clothes. 
Q If a child has picked a meal option in the morning but then decides by lunch that they want something different, can they change? I think a few children are fussy and parents are worried they are not eating.
A Food is cooked to order so we cannot have this as an option. We do make allowances in desperate situations. The children do eat. It is always hard in reception because for some children it is a completely new experience, however we have the battle of introducing new foods to them and they do begin to like what they are given and eat more and more of it. 
No lunch menu has been sent for the last couple of terms and this results in my child having a jacket potato everyday as I can not talk through the options with her.

Copies available from the school office. The menu is on the school website along with lots of information about a whole host of things. The search option on the website is very useful.
https://www.poverestprimaryschool.com/search/default.asp?pid=0

Secondly my child has been coming home with a full water, when asked why she isn’t drinking she said they are not allowed to access the water bottles during certain learning exercises.

I think this has made my child slightly scared to get out of her seat to grab her bottle when needed. She has been off school and on antibiotics for a water infection, I think going all day without water has definitely had an impact! 

Water. water, water, can my children please be encouraged to have water during that day, they are both coming home with full bottles!

If a child asks for a drink they are always allowed. The only time they are told no is when they are sat on the carpet for their next learning input.

Lastly the communication is still dire, when teacher is sent a message, often, no answer, or I have to message lots of time to get a response. (Communication gripes from a number of parents in Hazel Class)

I’ll share class dojo with you so you can see what is put on by Mrs Dale. Most schools do not use Dojo or anything similar. Mrs Dale will respond to messages when she can but this cannot be instant. I ask staff to try and respond within 48 hours. Any urgent messages and sickness should go to the office. The teachers are busy teaching and looking after your children.

Can sibling discount be offered for FOP and school events? Us parents with 2+ children are really strugggling to fork out.

I will bring this up at the next F.O.P meeting


My child asked if they can have "free Choice" in the afternoons, where they can choose activities they enjoy - eg playdoh, painting etc Or perhaps one afternoon a week.

The curriculum in year 1 is jam-packed and expectations are high. They have golden time on a Friday. Year 1 have to be learning every subject and this will be looked at by Ofsted (evidence in books/google classroom etc) There really isn’t time for more free-choice and it is very different to Early Years.

Action: Classes to share timetables

Pupil Premium - how much funding is given per child and how is it used by the school?

This is just £1,455 per pupil. There are reports on our website with how we use the funding in school. The majority of it is spent on providing a teaching assistant in the classroom to run interventions. 

Can we have less homework? I have already raised concerns with clas teacher, the volume given is too much.  A number of schools have no homework at all, they encourage reading, which I think at this stage in year 1 should be the main focus. 

As a parent myself, my children had more homework than is set at our school. I agree we need to get some consistency and we are looking at that. Homework should only help develop the academic learning of a child. Reading, Spelling, Number Bonds and Timetables are all key skills which require repetition to ensure long-term memory. Mathletics revisits the learning taught during the week and we use this because of the visual representation it gives children. I have had numerous requests for more homework including writing tasks each week. Getting a balance is what we have always aimed to do.

Most schools have a lot less words than we do. (This is from my own research talking to parents in other schools) 

Surely quality rather than quanitity will benefit my child. 10 words are far too much to learn and remember! 

This is the scheme we use in school and I’m happy to share it with you now. Again this matches the National Curriculum and with 5 words a week we simply wouldn’t cover it all in a year. Again it is all a repeat of what is taught in school.

It is a huge jump from Reception to Year 1 and they already do a lot of work in school. When they come home, I feel its important to have down time and playing. I do think a lot is expected of them and us parents. 

The expectation from the government is very high for year 1 and a large % of our children generally do not achieve the standard. Unfortunately, Ofsted will probably say at the moment year 1 need to be doing more academic learning and we should have higher expectations of what they can do.

Is Mathletics part of Curriculum Learning? 

Yes it follows the National Curriculum exactly. Again very researched based resource to ensure children know more and remember more and this is around fun and repetition.



How does our school incorporate diversity within the learning programme - aside from celebrating and acknowledging various cultural festivals, Diwali, Eid, Hannukah for example?

What did the school do for Black History Month? For 2 of the weeks of BHM, we are in fact on holiday! I don't recall anything that they actually did this year. 

Firstly I can’t change the month of Black History but our approach is to celebrate diversity in all that we do across the year. I will share the PowerPoint of what we did this year. We also have a new curriculum this year and not all the units have been written yet. We will map out exactly where different things occur and if there are gaps we will make adjustments. But we have reading books that celebrate diversity and have fiction texts which have characters in them that children can relate to. Assemblies and workshops also support this (African Mask Making for example)
 
Can we trial a martial arts as an after school clubs?
If we can get a list of ten children that would pay to attend a club we can. Many club groups insist the school covers any shortfalls in funding which is what we did with Jujitsu and the school cannot keep funding clubs with low attendance. Our approach has always been around affordability to parents which is why the Sportacus clubs are cheap in relation to other clubs. Many martial arts clubs are around the £10 per session mark.

Can we offer things like Art club or Science club? There are outside companies that run these in other schools. Happy to research these if the school is interested in trials?

Miss Irwin runs an Art Club and we have run Science clubs previously. Every teacher runs a club so any other clubs would have to be paid for.

Related to Year 4 
If a child or group of children's behaviours are disruptive to a lesson, why is the whole class penalised? - Missing PE or part of playtime? Surely the children responsible should be repremanded not the whole class.

No child has ever missed or partially missed a PE lesson as a punishment. The only occasions where a child may have missed some of their lesson is for things like attending interventions, SALT, extra curricula support etc.
There are occasions where children may have missed a minute or two (it may seem longer to them but I literally use a second timer). We always try to focus on the children who are not making the right choices when reprimanding the class.

How much screen work do year 4 do in class - work on Chrome books/app work?

Screen time can vary according to the needs of the class. Using the chromebooks is an invaluable tool for children to use for learning and we have used it for research, reading and other curriculum areas. We use them every day for early work and reading but may not use it again for the rest of the day.


School Development Priorities this year
· Increase KS1 & KS2 Attainment and strong focus on Pupil Premium Attainment and interventions to help children close the gap across the school.
· High expectation target for all children can read to a level which matches their actual age.
· Increase Attendance by reducing the number of children who are persistently  absent. 
· Introduce school values and use these to support the behaviour policy.
· Children to have a greater understanding of how they learn through the metacognition project and learning life skills project.
· Implement whole school online leadership and management system to celebrate good practice within the school and share this good practice to increase teaching standards.
· Increase percentage of children achieving GLD by the end of Reception. 

School Funding
· School funding is increasingly difficult with the cost of living crisis. We are looking at creative ways of raising funds and are looking to hire out parts of the school at evenings and weekends. We have just installed some floodlights to enable the MUGA to be used in the evenings.
Parent Survey Results
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1m514ezd0gjskbK6PNGQ3Oq2lG1Myz6tHXnQwsQpp3AA/edit#responses
Homework
· We are looking as a staff at how we can give more consistency to our homework provision. What are the parents’ feelings about homework?
· Ideas will be shared in future meetings.
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