Minutes of Parent Forum for 25/5/22

Present: Sally Weeks (HT) Emma Wilson (DHT)Michael Parker (governor), Reps for: Beech, Fir, Hazel, Holly, Fig, Chestnut, Cedar

Shared the confirmed times for trialling this next half term. 
Open meeting by discussing the update on the school road. Parents received several replies from Cllr. Bear with a standard response and Cllr. Strange. Sally shared the email response from Estelle, our School Travel Plan manager in the LA
We discussed the road moving to 20mls an hour. Parents going on mass down to the councillors clinics with their school to canvas for the road issues to be addressed. 
Emma is going to get in contact with Cllr. Strange as he is part of the Cray Valley Forum which Emma is, representing our school. We talked about the need for a yellow line for before and after the school day.
Parents asked if a reminder could be sent out about fruit in school and no cereal bars.
A parent brought up that some of their parents struggle using Dojo, particularly recalling earlier postings that seem to disappear. This would be passed to Mr. Haylock to investigate. 
Parents to attend Learning Walk and to reinstate our Celebration of learning.
Cedar rep. to make some enquiries about links with Cray Wanderers Community Scheme for fencing(the sport) in the school. 


1.     Is fruit readily available for children throughout the day? 
A variety of fresh fruit is given to every child in the Infants and there is always fruit left for the Juniors by the School office.
 
2.     My child is often bored in class. Are there resources that allow grouped ability work to be carried out outside of classroom so my child is stretched and challenged? If there are no resources, why is that? 
I am surprised as there is such a lot going on every week. (Please look on Dojo and the newsletters) We host many more extra events than most schools as well as external visits and external visitors coming into school with such exciting activities. 
 Teachers ensure that there is an opportunity to stretch and challenge  children in every lesson. The challenge is always written on the WALT strip  next to a picture of a daisy so that the children are clear on what it is.   Children regularly do differentiated group work outside of the classroom, which is planned and resourced by the teachers. If your child is bored  please let the teacher know so s/he can address this with them.
 
3.     Mathletics is a great tool probably means less marking for teachers but I do think maths work should be mixed up to allow for reasoning skills to be built up where children have to show their working out. It was only when looking at past SATS papers that I identified that my child had not yet built the skills required to show working out. Can't some maths homework be carried out on maths work sheets or to be eco friendly maths homework books? At the end of the day SAT and GCSES are carried out on paper not computer.  
There are the maths reasoning questions built into Mathletics that the teacher can set. The system allows for children to show their working out which can then be seen by the teacher in school. They are called problem solving and reasoning and this was also shared in the Mathletics parent workshop in the Spring term - should parents want to self navigate their child to it. Children work out their reasoning in class and they can do this in their homework books too. 
 
4.     Can parents be told at the beginning of term what the topic will be and what will be covered so we can help prepare our children? 
We have curriculum letters on our website and these are also shared by teachers at the beginning of each of the three terms. They are now shared on Dojo or via email as we are reducing what we print or photocopy. 

5.     Can I follow up on my house team question as probably I wasn't clear. Would the school consider houses not just for sports day. So that house competitions can take place throughout the year. A house competition for example could be to create something or a house competition for singing or a poem. I think this could create a real community feel with everyone working together as a team across the years. 
Answer - I fully agree and would hope that class teachers use every opportunity to create competitions with the house teams. The more competition the children experience, the better. All staff have access to the team lists on drive. We use them for things like Spelling Bee during English Week when the children compete in their house. 
 
6.     Can we have show and tell again? This is really good for public speaking and confidence. 
Show and Tell is really something that we tend to use with the younger children. Now that your children are preparing for the Juniors they will do a lot of public speaking with more confidence for example debating about an issue. In EYFS and KS1 confidence and speech and language skills are also developed through the regular use of drama and role play, storytelling, partner talk and paired/group work. In Reception the children are given the opportunity every Friday to share any homework or special projects they've done with the rest of the class.
 
 
7.   Something I'd like raised at the parent forum, can the school review the playgrounds please through an interests lens? This might be more of a KS2 playground issue, but the observation that the spaces are being taken up by football which pushes the other kids to the edge is something I'd be interested in the school thinking about. This isn't about stopping the football, but maybe using the spaces differently? I hope that makes sense! Maybe using the caged area in the playground for football instead?
The lunchtime playground has been zoned with a range of activities. This has been in place since the term after the February half term. We have play leaders who help organise games and our Mid-day supervisors have also been trained to lead different games. Generally football is in the Sports court, the MUGA or on the field. 

 
8. Would the school strongly consider offering a 10%-20% sibling discount for the extra curricular classes please? It is a real struggle when you have more than one child to pay for these classes. Many organisations offer this, can we ask the organisations who run the clubs at our school, if they will offer this? 
            We have already agreed a massively discounted price for parents through Sportacus. 
            Most clubs with providers in other schools are £7 to £8 per session. We would feed back this request
            to the clubs however. 
 
9. It was mentioned in the last forum that Forest School will be returning, do we have a date and how will it work? Once a week for a term? I don’t think our class ever had the opportunity of Forest School. 
              This has started with Y3 and Y1. Mr Duffin is not fully qualified yet and is running small group activities as part of his course. Once he has been signed off it will run on a more regular time frame. The teacher who normally runs the Forest School is currently off on long-term sick too. 
 
   Answer - A class doing Forest school should do this all year and not for one
 term, allowing the children to experience the four seasons. Forest School sessions should be longer than a regular lesson (ideally 2 hours).I am currently going through my qualifications, once completed i will be able to deliver a forest program to certain classes (most likely one day a week). This won’t be for the whole school as I also have to teach PE as well.

10.  Very pleased to see more extra-curricular clubs running but also disappointed that a lot more for the juniors than infants. Can we offer things like Gardening club to the lower years? Are there any plans to introduce any more clubs after half term or September? Like Karate or another martial arts? 
The martial arts clubs were not very popular historically. We only have so many teachers who are providing clubs - many for free - in their own time. There are lower year options with Sportacus.

Clubs depend on staff giving up their own time. We try to offer as many clubs as possible. When clubs are offered to the older children it will give all pupils a chance to join the club as they go through the school. 
 
11. Why is there no Pupil Premium Option for Gymnastics club? 
             This is an oversubscribed club that is very popular and we haven’t negotiated any PP 
             options for it.
             This is already at a discounted rate compared to other gym clubs that run in local 
             schools.
 
12. Can the school consider charging half termly for all clubs, including gymnastics and musical instruments? Paying out for a full term is putting a huge strain when many families are already struggling with the price increases in fuel, utility and cost of living. It would make it more affordable and more inclusive. 
 These are controlled by outside agencies and not the school

13. Are there any plans to reintroduce the parent fitness classes? 
             If the time table allowed for it. 
 
14. Thank you for answering the question about Covid funding used for retired teachers to come in. Are there details anywhere about - what the teachers focused on, what year groups, and what was achieved? When did they come in and for how long? Are we still utilising the funding? 
The teachers focus on every year group, coming in at various times and lengths during the school week. They have helped with teaching the gaps, where children have missed learning, due to Covid. We are still receiving funding from the government for this. 
 
15.  Do we have a date yet when the bus library will be opening? 
 The official opening of the bus is on our Jubilee party day 10th June but the bus is being used now although not completed yet. 
 
16. Can we please have regular classes outdoors (weather permitting of course). Many Bromley schools have at least one or two classes per week outside (excluding PE)? 
We do have many lessons outdoors. If you read the newsletter you will see examples every week. Science/Maths/Art/Reading has been done outside
 
17. Can we consider offering a language option for the after school clubs (Do we have any teachers who speak French or Spanish and can perhaps run a Conversational class with songs etc to make it fun? For all year groups including reception? 
We do have teachers who speak French and Spanish and this is being considered for the Autumn term. 
 
18. Is Gymnastics available for reception children, if not can this be offered? 
            Gymnastics club is currently offered to Reception children, and we do have 16 attending this term and we had 20 attending last term. Reception and Year 1  is Monday 3:00 - 4:00 pm. 
FYI: 7 EYFS children attend football and 4 children attend multisports. 

19. Can we please make all meetings available via Google Meet? The links provided don’t often work. 
Parents asked if they could have Face-to-face. I don’t know why the links don’t work, we use them all the time as a school successfully? 
We have always offered the option of joining via Google Meet whenever there is a face-to-face meeting. We haven't had any mention of links not working. Could this be an individual parent who had technical issues? We agreed to video important meetings so working parents can view these when convenient. 
 
20. When will Swimming lessons be starting up again? 
             Swimming lessons and top up swimming will be for year 6 at present. 
 
21. My child doesn’t seem to know what to do to get Reader of the week, can you share with children and us parents please? 
              In EYFS and KS1 we award Reader of the Week based on how regularly the children 
             are reading and bringing their books and Reading Records to school (Reading Record 
             to be signed by the parent). We also look at how regularly the child is quizzing on 
             Accelerated Reader (for children who are accessing AR) and how they're scoring on 
             their quizzes. We also look at the progress the children are making in Reading, for 
             example if the child has recently moved up to the next book band they might be
             given the award. 
              When are points set so parents know when they’ve got to have achieve goal by? Mathletics are 
              measured by points achieved by Sunday 8pm
                                   
             22.  Based on the current school timetable 15 mins is a shockingly inadequate
              amount of time for a lunch break with no afternoon break. Will this be rectified 
              asap? I cannot believe this has been the case for so long.  
We have never had a lunchtime for 15 minutes, so don’t know where this has come from? At present the children have 45 minutes but we are returning to an hour from half term now that covid restrictions have been lifted. 
 
23.  Can Pupil premium be used against musical instrument lessons? Can Parents choose what classes they wish to use Pupil Premium against? 
         	Parents can’t choose unfortunately. Academic support or challenge comes first. If a 
             pupil premium child wishes to learn a musical instrument please speak to Mrs Mills.
             It may be possible to support this for an individual pupil but it would not be possible
             to pay for every child. We already use part of the pupil premium to pay for their 
             music tuition in school.

[bookmark: _heading=h.w725n5oizv6b]Can the trees be cut back on Lee Green school boundary as parents are all having to walk in the road to get past as they’re so low and overgrown?  Done
[bookmark: _heading=h.du7vryo7528m]Fir
[bookmark: _heading=h.nkdos61vg0d7]Can the school please add contingency time into each appointment during parents evening ? Parents felt that the meetings always overrun And some ended up missing their appointments because of that as when the call took place they were no longer available. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.nkdos61vg0d7]It is very difficult to do these as often it is the parents who talk for longer than their given slot. They should have been seen in order
[bookmark: _heading=h.nkdos61vg0d7]2. Is the school going to keep the current plan for getting dressed for PE at home ? Parents were very much in favour of the current system. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ovawbujli427]Yes to maximise time for physical education rather than dressing
[bookmark: _heading=h.nkdos61vg0d7]3. Can the school please review its policy/ ask for children to bring packed lunch and a drink in disposable bags for trips ? This doesn’t seem to be inline with the current environmental agenda and send the wrong message to the children?
[bookmark: _heading=h.y1wksu5utzks]We agree and we will change this so that children have to come with a backpack.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9x3yof3einr5]
[bookmark: _heading=h.tszfwht7dr3s]Willow School 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3t6mmen2iz95]1) Breakfast Club: "I have been hearing that it's all quite unhealthy foods, chocolate croissants, chocolate spread, chocolate cereals etc. I wondered if that is correct as I wouldn't be giving my children that at home everyday. I know the breakfast isn't made by the school cooks and we aren't given the menu so it would be helpful to know".
[bookmark: _heading=h.prxuk6tx7krt]The breakfast club menu is on Dojo for parents of children that attend.
[bookmark: _heading=h.actepmm11s1k]The children are given a tasty treat once every half term as permitted by the current regulations for out of school provisions. The breakfast club manager is trained higher than the school kitchen cooks and is a qualified chef. Children are offered a hot option, cereal, yogurt and fruit daily with either water or milk to drink.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5bezco8uu1a4]
[bookmark: _heading=h.3t6mmen2iz95]2) "We feel that the students are being rewarded too much on the basis of "how much" homework the children are doing which mostly depends on support from parents as on apps. This is unfair for children like mine, as his mother and I are both teachers and unable to give huge amount of time on apps with him, whilst we do encourage him to use these himself. We feel an approach of rewarding children  for effort and progress would be more fair. Also we have noticed that lots of parents seem to be completing very complicated, extravagant, time consuming as expensive homework project with students recently which are being rewarded. We feel this isn't teaching the students the value of completing the homework themselves and could even be very demotivating for students whose work clearly isn't going to be as good as those whose parents have completed for them. It also further disadvantages students whose parents don't have time to do this".
[bookmark: _heading=h.lstlwf1g5f2u]Children are encouraged to do it independently but there will always be parents who like to work with them. We very much focus on effort and progress and this is celebrated in the classroom and in assemblies. We are aware of the children whose work is not always done by them and take this into account. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.8snex1t03ru2]
[bookmark: _heading=h.bnk2xavoh87s]
