Parent Questions for 7/11/19

Walnut:

Is it possible for breakfast club children to be given guidance when choosing their lunchtime meal to avoid children's always choosing the same items? Suggestion is that the nursery system is adopted that limits jacket potatoes to 3 times a week.
All KS1 Breakfast club children are handed over to their class TA's where they are then given guidance when choosing their lunch for that day. Parents can Dojo the teacher with the child’s preference for the day or the week. Restricting jacket potatoes is usual and it would only be parents who picked it every day.  
Mrs. Boorman is happy to inform parents what the children have eaten during Breakfast Club. She did have a menu on display but parents no longer go into the corridor so would  not see it. She will put it on Dojo and get an email sent home. This has been attached to the minutes. 
The after school club door bell is problematic, not sure if it doesn't work or is simply not heard, which then delays parents who are limited on time. Parents are unsure if it has worked or not.
This is being dealt with a matter of urgency. A new bell was bought but it affected all the ipads so we have a new system being put in very shortly 
Kids are being offered too many sugary snacks and drinks during the afterschool clubs. Children always mention biscuits, muffins or cakes and flavoured milk (chocolate or strawberry). Preference is, kids should only be given drinks with zero sugar in it, and instead of biscuits or cakes, they should be offered fruit instead. Parents would like to know what their children eat at breakfast and after school clubs. 

Fruit is available and eaten every day and vegetables too. They are offered toast, crumpets, bagles, wraps as something warm and savoury but not every night.
The children are not offered too many sugar snacks and the drinks are all sugar free. 

Cereal bars – not biscuits unless a special project where they might decorate them, never had muffins or cakes unless as biscuits they’ve been made as an activity. Nesquik -  6 times since 4/2/19 sugar free, no additives and this is only offered occasionally as a change. Any parents wishing to see, food is recorded daily. Snack is about 4.30 so children attending school clubs don’t miss out. 


Desserts at lunchtime - concern amongst a number for families that cake/desserts are offered first before healthier options. Suggestion is to offer a sweet dessert fewer times per week and healthy alternative the remaining days. 

Teachers do encourage the children to take fruit or yogurt first but the desserts do often include fruit or vegetables e.g. beetroot/carrot/courgettes

For parents wanting to influence the diet of their children, is it feasible to allow a lunchbox?

No, all infants have a school lunch where there is a wide variety . 

Please can we be advised of extra curricular clubs for reception age more frequently, and perhaps increase the options for reception classes?

All Sportacus clubs are open to reception children as well as dance and gymnastics. We use all our facilities every afternoon as well as all available staff. We are unable to often any more clubs at present but there is a KS1 Drama club starting after Christmas. 

Club information is always published on dojo.

Parents who work full time struggle to get in touch with PTA due to the 'see you in the playground' dependency for most events. Some parents don't drop or pick up so miss these limited windows. Some more guidance on how we may be involved or get in touch would be great.

The Friends Association are available through many platforms. We have the Friends Email (friendsofpoverest@gmail.com), Dojo, and also a Facebook page and group (the group need admin to accept your request to join).

Mrs Boorman (Breakfast Club) and Mrs Seft (After School Club) have both agreed to accept any payments that need to go to the FOP for events.

In January we will be starting up a termly newsletter. This will be sent out in book bags.


Do second hand uniform sales take place at the school?

Yes on a regular basis. They aren’t usually sold just displayed so parents can see if there is anything which belongs to them or if not named, will fit their child. We still have a lot left unwanted every half term. 

Willow

The quality of the jumpers are very poor considering the price. After a couple of washes they have shrunk and gone very bobbly. Care instructions have been followed. Is this something that can be looked into? again, they are not cheap!  

It’s the same company and we haven’t had any other parents  complain about this. No, they can’t buy plain blue but we could arrange for the more expensive jumpers to be embroidered instead. We’ve tried to keep the cost as low as possible. 
My child seems to be coming home with pen marks on the back of his jumper. These are obviously accidents however, they leave the jumpers stained as the marks do not come out in the wash. Can the school use washable pens instead? especially as this is a regular occurrence. 

After some research Mrs. Stevens has found some options for removing whiteboard pen from clothing:

1) Rub hand sanitiser gel with alcohol on the stain before washing.
2) Cold water, washing up liquid and a good scrub before a normal machine wash. 


Can we introduce a tomato and cheese pasta for the fussy eaters? (otherwise fussy eaters tend to only eat the mac n cheese or jacket ) 

Mac n cheese is cheese with pasta and there are tomatoes available every day to go with this. Cook is going to offer a tomato and basil pasta as well. Bread and salad (sweetcorn, cucumber, beetroot, coleslaw and pasta salad) is also always on offer for the children along with their main meal choice. 

Can children be reminded to drink water throughout day? The class is very warm and often children return home with almost full water bottles. 

Teachers have been reminded to encourage the children. Sometimes bottles are refilled if the child has drunk all their water. They are also encouraged to keep windows open to keep classrooms cool. Walnut have regular drink breaks on the carpet throughout the day and the children are given a drink with their lunch. If their bottle is full it could be because they are drinking milk throughout the day. Walnut class drink A LOT of milk! 

Having spoken to teacher, there is a concern that the length of time that the children take to get them selves dresses/undressed for PE is reducing PE/learning time. Can we pilot sending the children into school in their PE kit? And sending them home after PE in their kit so they don't have to get changed? (As it's winter they could wear joggers?)

Our PE kit includes joggers during the winter. The problem with PE kits going home is they wouldn’t be returned that’s why we encourage taking them home half termly to be washed.
Changing for PE is slow going right at the beginning of the year but it gets quicker every week. Now it is only taking the children ten minutes to change and we generally start early before the lesson so that they don't miss any PE time. Dressing/undressing independently is part of the EYFS curriculum for Health and Self Care, which is an element of Physical Development so it is important to keep it up. This really isn't an issue for us. 

Regarding kit/changing. If children learn to change in reception they develop motor skills as well as learning greater independence. It may take a while initially but will mean throughout years one and two they are very quick due to the practice they had in reception. 

Mr. Duffin asked to please emphasise the importance of keeping kit in school.

Would school consider Taxi? transport option from Churchill theatre. We will happily pay extra. I understand school wanting to keep costs down. Has there been any parents that have expressed something similar? Wanted to ask in case other parents would like this too.
 
Children get the train there, then walk to the theatre and parents collect from the theatre. It keeps the cost down but also the children love using public transport. 

Pick up seems to be very congested in the lobby area especially with large pushchairs is there anything we can do. I have a pushchair some days too. 

We are happy to give Walnut parents the option to use our garden door for drop offs and pick ups to avoid causing a queue. However, we are not sure if they will want to do this in bad weather. This has been trialled by the school since the question and they found...

As this Xmas fair is coming up, can each class rep.  please ask their class whether they can help with the following.
 
Setting fair and santa's grotto up day before the fair  or on morning of fair

Helping to make themed props, e.g cardboard signs anything cat in the hat related.

Helping to wrap boxes to look like christmas presents, from any boxes they have at home already or can get. (Wrapping paper can be provided)

Providing festive colour rugs/fabric to decorate grotto with

From observation, it should not be down to just two individuals to pull off this event and as parents and members of FOP we all should pull together to help make this event  a success for our children and school. 

More importantly, many reception parents are very new to school life. Please can a letter/Pack go out to Reception parents explaining what the FOP is, what it does, what the ethos is, how parents/carers/granparents can help at events, what they can do to help, explaining there is no commitment, so as parents we are members meaning we can help as and when (unless they want it e.g by joining commitee)  and also that there will be named and ordinary committee spaces available to be taken up at the next AGM (if parents wanted to be more involved and have a say about the school initiatives. ) 

Hazel
We only have vegetarian as a food and my daughter always chooses veg food but 2-3 times it has happened that she has been served other things by mistake, so can there be something which avoid these mistakes like a band which tells that she shouldn't be served other than veg
This should not have happened- The children are lined up according to what they have chosen for lunch (all the yellow options line up together, green and red) and then the MDS mark it off. 
In the morning after the children have chosen their lunch we double check by repeating back to the child what they have chosen for lunch. 
We can only presume that there has been a mix up in the dining hall. 
I’d like to know what scores they’re getting on spellings each week? My son never knows how many he has got, is there a way of communicating this back to the parents please? 
The children are a part of the marking process and they know what score they get. We have started to give Dojo's to children who get 100%. Unfortunately it would take such a long time to tell each parent  what their child gets for spellings so we have not started this. 
Chestnut

Could the children not be asked to bring disposable bags for school trips for environmental reasons and have a back pack instead? This was agreed and an amendment on the trips letters will follow

This has still not been addressed a year later as parents are still asked to provide a packed lunch in a disposable carrier bag which is not good for the environment.

Sorry this had been asked to be changed but will from now on. However, families could use the bi-degradable bags which are now available. 

KS1 are asked to bring in packed lunch for school trips even though the government provide funding for free school meals. Parents need to be given the option on reply slips to request the school to provide a packed lunch on the day of the trips. 

This option will be put on letters. We have found that parents like to provide the packed lunch for a treat. 

Suggestion for after school club: board games
There was a board game on Thursday with Mr. Gillett and Mrs. Weeks runs one on Friday lunchtime. 

Many parents had concerns about the school toilets:
How often are the toilets cleaned and checked? 

they are cleaned at the end of each school day.
- toilet rolls and soap dispensers are filled each morning.
- Toilets aren’t usually cleaned throughout the daily unless there is an accident and usually soap dispensers/toilet rolls last throughout the day. However if there is ever not enough the children usually tell us and a member of staff will put additional ones in until Mr. Owbridge returns at 2.30 
- any reports of lack of soap/toilet rolls are written in Mr Owbridge's book for him to attend to on his return but .
- any reports on wet floors are dealt with by Mrs. White, if she is available and able to deal with it, or they are put out of action until Mr Owbridge/cleaners are able to deal with them.

What is the policy when a child has fever? When does the school call parents?
Who should call? 
Depends on how high the child’s temperature and the time of day and. Parents should be informed and the child sent home if high. Usually it is the School Office who would call. 

Would be really helpful for all afterschool clubs to start back the same week. Sometimes they do sometimes they don't, consistency would be great and also helpful with pick ups for siblings etc.

Cedar

Could parents be notified in the end of term reports about major upcoming educational milestones for the coming term/year? This would allow them to start preparing/practicing

Last year we mentioned it at our "Meet the Teacher" at the beginning of the year and then we had a special meeting with the parents later in the year, just focusing on that.

We'll do the same again this year, we discussed it briefly at the meet the teacher meeting (and sent out the slides to all parents), and we'll have a meeting about it later in the year. 

2) Another school as incorporated in their end-of-year reports that each child get some feedback from three of their classmates expressing what they like about them. Could Poverest do that too?

Example shared for opinions.

We do it during Circle Time and PHSE session and could consider including it on the personal report that the children write. 
Fir

I'd like to check how incidents during lunch or breaktime are handled and does the information from them go to the class teacher/senior leader team. Do peer mediators tell to the break time supervisors and do they report them forward. The information might be somewhere on the website for me to find or in old minutes...

All midday supervisor incidents are recorded on a pink slip and handed to the class teacher who then adds the details to scholar pack which SLT monitor. The class teacher decides whether parents are informed about the incident. A pupil with lots incidents will see SLT and SLT will contact home and may have a meeting.
All Peer Mediator incidents are recorded in a paper file and do not form part of the whole school's data. Most incidents are quite small. Mr Haylock checks the folder each day and if an incident warrants further investigation he will do that and then log it on the main scholar pack system.
We talked about how we plan the year starting in June/July 2019.
Our SEF and SIP were shared and parents were seen where it is displayed in the school. 
Staff Review of our SIP at the end of July ’19 was shared, as displayed in school. 
Date of next meeting: 11/2/20


