Apologises: Birch and Chestnut
24.1.19 Parent Questions

Hazel

Door to the main school not being opened on time. 

The door is opened at 8.45 and if ever it isn’t which is almost never it may just be because there is an emergency and someone has been called to deal with it. 

When it’s raining can the doors be opened early like the bottom playground entrance?

They are. (3pm)

Holly

Can the school engage with the council about a zebra crossing on Cray Valley Road? It is one of the key walking routes to school and the current provision isn't as safe as a zebra crossing

Zebra crossings are actual more dangerous than not having them. We do engage with the people who provide the lollipop person and they are struggling to get a permanent one for Poverest, let along Cray Valley Road but we will make enquires. 

Could changes to reading levels be noted in the reading record?
Will pass on teachers. Most do.

Does the school do any volunteering/community activities with the children outside of school? If not, would it be of interest?

The Choir and Year 4 sang Christmas carols at the Adult Education Centre and they came to see our Nativity. They sang at The Nugent and The Glades. 
We are part of the Cray Valley Forum and go to the neighbourhood meetings each term. 
We have the Cray Valley police visiting each term to do safety talks with Years 5/6, talk to EYFS as part of their people who help us topic etc 
As part of the School Council our community project last term was helping at the local Food Bank
We attend many things with Bromley High Girls School and also use their mini-bus sometimes. 
Kemnal Manor Technology pupils have been in to school to paint a mural on the wall in our Reception class. Pupils also came to support our Sports Day.
We had a pupil from Riverside Special School who came to do work experience here, supporting the sports staff. 
Pupils from our Provision attended a multi-sports events  at Coopers Technology College in conjunction with Marjorie McClure. They also have a day at the seaside funded completely by Albany Taxis. Our Provision have just made a link with Wharburtons as they are going to supply what we want for breakfast in Ash CLass, the teacher still in the process of writing to parents and also needs to contact a local supermarket to ask them to take delivery of our order.
We perform in The Cray Valley Schools concerts and this year our Year 4’s will be performing with the other Year 4 classes in our Foundation Trust. 
We go to Tesco’s, Metro Bank, Waterstone’s, Pizza Hut, Waggamumas. 
One of our PTPs teaches Taekwondo in the community to several pupils from our school and they did a demonstration at our Summer Fair?
Petts Wood Football club helped us with the girls football last year through our trainee.
Petts Wood Running Club have helped with the cross country at Crystal Palace through Mr. Duffin.    We promote the Hobblingwell Parkrun on a Saturday morning.
Birch
The water bottle issues seems not to be resolved yet. a few parents reported that their children are still not allowed to get to their water bottle when they need it.

Teachers do not allow when they are doing whole class teaching. The children need to wait if there is already someone getting their bottle. If there is a medical need then the child keeps the bottle with them on their desk. 

Why are children needing to stay behind in the class during break time if reading record has not been completed for the previous day?: one parent reported that the record had been completed but not signed and the child still needed to stay behind for extra reading. parents generally feel this current rule is too strict and does not allow the children to have the break they require in between the lessons . maybe there are other ways around this? maybe they have to prove they read longer the following evening after school or so or they have to complete a weekly set amount of reading?

Children always get a break but we do hear children read if it appears they haven’t. Teachers/PTPs give up their break to ensure every child does this. 

Can you ask if there’s any reason that the children can’t wear fitbits for PE? We use it to monitor exercise so it’s a bit annoying that #### can’t wear his during exercise. I know other schools encourage their use during PE and wondered why ours can’t do the same. Thanks. 
Ps if the answer is it’s because of risk of damage to an expensive item can the parents sign a voluntary waiver saying that it’s at our own risk. 
No child should need to wear a fitbit and we don’t want other children to feel they need one too. 
What is the possibility for Year 2 to also be allowed to join cross country practice?
The children go to this club to prepare for the Junior Cross Country. If a parent would like to run a club for the Year Two’s they would be most welcome. 
A request to kindly send a dojo out with important letters so these could be confirmed and followed up timely when not received. I had numerous missing letters, as xxx is mostly oblivious of things falling out of his bag. ;)

Yes, will pass the message on to the teachers. 
Why can’t childcare vouchers be used for our Breakfast/Afterschool club? 
Will check as think some parents are using these already with us. 
Parents very pleased with Parent Pal being set up so thanked the school. 
At my old school they used Reading Egg – it was brilliant. Could you please look into getting here?
Thank you, we always want to hear of things that other schools do well so appreciate the recommendation. We will find out about it. 

