

Questions for Parent Forum 3/10/18


Walnut
the choice of lunches and the option of sandwiches/rolls being added to the daily choice. If this could be added for discussion it would be most appreciated. We spoke about the fact that most children like to eat the same as their peers and that promoting school lunch has encouraged many children to eat what they wouldn’t eat at home. However, we do provide different food for those with a specific dietary need. 
Y1
Can the way after school clubs are picked be looked at? Some children have ended up with more than one club when others have none? Definitely make a class register next time to avoid this happening again
         Lunches –Can sandwiches be offered to all children (not just the children with allergies) if they don’t like any other of the lunch options that day? See response to Walnut’s question
         Can we have more notice for meetings at the school i.e. meet the teacher was only advised 24 hours before? – it was a reminder 
         Can homework time scales be looked at? Parents are struggling with the Friday-Wednesday? Homework  should be Thursday to the following Wednesday so children can go to Homework Club
         Can healthier options be offered at breakfast club? Breakfast Club’s menu was shared, cereals which are NOT sugar based, yogurt and fruits,  a cooked breakfast provided every morning. Mrs. Boorman came who runs the before and after school provision
         Can more filling and option of snacks be provided at after school club. The children are offered water, fruit/veg and a cereal bar. We are looking into how to expand this. 
Is the school going to be doing anything for children in need? Dressing up? Going to raise money for a guide dog this term.

As the school lunches are paid for why are packed lunches not supplied for school trips? They are supplied if you wish but parents prefer to provide their own.

How long will it be until we can pay online for lunches etc?  Shouldn’t be long as Finance Manager is in the process of organising this. 

. Feedback on Spelling Quiz – It would be nice to get feedback on how the children have been doing in the Spelling Quiz. On the first week some had a Dojo advising of the score but not all parents have received this and nothing since the first week.
Scores will be shared at Parents’ Evening
2. Holiday Diaries – It was disappointing for these to be returned with no feedback. The children (& parents through encouragement) worked very hard on these and to not even get a comment or sticker was disheartening.  I actually went into each class to talk about their diaries and they were displayed in the hall area and in classrooms.

3. Amount of Homework – Some parents have raised concerns about the about of homework expected of the children. We have raised it with Miss Otieno and she and Miss Mantle are reviewing their approach. It would also be good to have the plan communicated before the start of term to help parents prepare. Definitely we will organise this. 
4. Transition to Year One from Reception – several children have struggled with the transition to Year One and have been regularly upset saying they doesn’t want to go to school, that didn't happen last year. Is it the sudden jump to desk based learning that has caused this? Could a more staggered approach be used over the first term to ease the children in? We are investigating but they do have child initiated times of the day, every day. We have had no more children upset this year than last and I haven’t been aware of any.
5. Drop Off – The children will soon be dropped off at reception and taken down to the classroom by their teacher, is that correct? If so, when will this happen? Might it be a better use of staff resources to have all the children line up in the playground at the sound of a bell and then they all walk in together. This may help with some of the children that are struggling with the transition as they will be with all their friends.
    We don’t do this until the Summer term to prepare for going in, in Year Two. It will also be different once Reception move up to their new classrooms after Christmas.

6. Pick Up – What time is pick up for Year One children? We have not been told any different to last year but the children seem to come out later than this. 3.10 

7. Communication – This has been very poor this year, particularly changes to processes (teachers all do things differently but it would have been nice to have been told at the start of the year rather than fumble your way through it, which causes embarrassment for the parents and I am sure problems for the teachers when they don’t have everything on the day they want it):
a. The new class name was not communicated in a clear manner - most only found out when it changed on ClassDojo – letter went out with new class name and teacher in July after Meet the Teacher morning
b. We were not told about needing to bring in reading records every time children swap their books – this was different to Reception.
New procedures are set up in each year group. 
c. We were not told about changes to homework dates – this is different to Reception.   We’ll address this for next year – thank you. 
d. We received 24hrs notice of a Parent Meet the Teacher meeting. Some were unable to attend this at such notice and asked for feedback on what they missed. No feedback has been received. I will ask teachers to send a letter home confirming what was said.
e. The events calendar came out very late, after some of the events had happened. Yes, we were waiting for some confirmations before finally sending out. 

8. Some children have been given a new login to Mathletics this year – Miss Otieno was unable to explain why? All children have their own login now. 

9. The first spelling sheet given was not clear about it should be used and if it had to be returned. The last one was clearer but was stuck into the homework book so couldn’t be used as  required. Will pass on to teachers

10. Some of the homework instructions have been unclear – No one knew what to do when asked to build a “Pillow Fort for Orion” – the WhatsApp group went crazy with who is Orion and         what is a Pillow Fort!
 Will pass on to teachers
11. Will the Florence Nightingale trip be rescheduled? If so, when?
Class photo -9th dec. £9 teacher’s concerned with cost so after Christmas. 
12. Are there no more celebrations of learning at the end of each half term? Yes, of course

13. When will the new sports court be finished? We expect it to be finished in the next week. They are doing it as we speak. 

Y2
There’s a little bay thing near the staff car park where parents are parking really dangerously on the pavement etc and children and parents are having to walk in the road. Pushchairs and wheelchairs can’t get through either so it’s really bad that they’re parking like this. Could you please speak to parents about this? Will put a comment on newsletter and text. 

After school club. Is there any chance the after school club could close at 6pm instead of 5:45? Also one of the mums says it needs improving as its a bit boring and she’s not impressed with the snacks the children are given she thinks it’s not enough for them and the kids come out hungry. The school closes at 6pm so unofficially it does close then if parents are running late. Snacks were discussed and also activities. There is always food out for the children to eat. We also talked about moving around to the Nurture Room so that the children will have a more homely environment, more relaxing for the children after school. 

Breakfast club. Could parents be given receipts when they pay as parents are having to query days that they’ve paid for but not received receipts for. I will ask the office. 

Homework club. Could the children be allowed to have a snack before they go to homework club? Of course. 

Online payments. Can the school set up an online payment scheme as then the parents will be able to pay easier and keep track of their payments. This is already being organised by our finance manager. 

Could the beginning of the day be changed to children lining up in the playground and the teacher coming to get them it’s absolute chaos in the morning and dropping them outside means less parent and teacher communication in regards of any issues and finding out what’s going on. Spoke about the temporary arrangements which should be resolved soon as Reception will be moving to the new classroom after Christmas and Tiddilywinks

Y3
A couple of parents in Birch class suggested to consider the option of using online banking to save admin time dealing with cash/cheques for school things like trips and school uniforms. See above as already discussed. 
The suggestion was made to also link these to a savings club to help parents save for more expensive trips. I spoke to the Finance Manager and she seems to think this may be possible. 
Sorry for the late email about tonight but parent just messaged and asked about there being two prices for after school club one price for the kids who go straight there and another one for the ones that go to school clubs like glee etc. The place has to be kept open for the child so sorry no. 

Y4

Trips-why can’t we have more parents helping on the trips? Can’t it be more the merrier? We are happy to pay for ourselves if it’s the cost? (museum is the size of HT’s office with long tables so limited numbers can go in there for H & S) We do already have a smaller ratio following our Parent Forum. 

Do the children learn a musical instrument? Question from new parent - Recorder, violin, oboe and fife. 

And a different language? Spanish 

Will the children being doing other stuff like cookery or SRE? 
The children have a variety of cookery activities throughout the year and this year is a food focus for D.T. SRE is taught in term 6 in PHSE Jigsaw.

Thank you for the amount and variety of after school clubs you are providing. It’s brilliant but unfortunately nearly all clubs are oversubscribed. Not sure if the allocation of spaces was done that fairly - some children got nothing, whilst others got 1 or 2. Some parents have asked whether homework club be restricted to ks2? Please see previous answer re. first part. We will make sure that children are allocated fairly for after school clubs next term. Homework Club is fine for KS1/2. We wanted to offer more clubs for our KS1 children so are pleased that this is now the case. 
When will the top gate re open ( Poverest road entrance)? Should be open next week, just waiting for the building work to be handed over. 

The road outside school is getting quite dangerous again - people seem to be parking anywhere including on the green. Can anything be done about this at all? We have spoken to the council and CCTV cars come down sometimes. We have put messages on newsletters and text at times too.
It was also mentioned at the meeting that the pavement down Leigh Green is quite dangerous so we are going to call the council to look at this. 
Mrs. Boorman had come in to talk about Safeguarding so it was agreed because of the time it took to answer questions that she would attend the next meeting to share how the school deals with this. 
Date of Next Meeting: 21st November 2018 




