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Parent Forum

Wednesday, 27th June 2018   6pm
Attendees: Sally Weeks, Alex Kviat, Gemma Angier, Caroline Paulsen, Ellie Callaghan
Apologises: Laurie Noyce, Shanade Armitage

Follow up questions from last forum:

Are we going to be taking part in ‘run a mile’?
Sportacus who run many of our school clubs are doing more things during the school day so they are going to be organising something like this for September.

Please can we have railings outside of the school gates/entrances?

The reason we can have them outside the main gates is because the bins needs to be collected from here and deliveries made and some of these are big so need to be able to access the main gate. 

The new entrance gate has a gate release button that is accessible from the road by reaching your hand through the bars in the gate. Is this a security issue or is it just to keep the gate shut?

This has been moved

At the last meeting it was discussed that parents might be able to pay by card for school dinners and clubs etc but it needed to be discussed with Governors first. What was the outcome of this?

Pay pal – 

The people we met with yesterday look good.  If we do go with them I think the aim is to go live with it in October
Why can’t the packed lunch children sit with the school dinner children? Why is the canteen smaller than the previous one?

This is working well now and the children can sit with friends regardless of packed lunch or school dinner. 

.

Questions for 27/6/18

1: Can children have water bottles on the table in this heat as children have said they are not allowed to put there hand up and ask for water unless “desperate” and have to drink at set times? 

We prefer not as water can get spilt over the children’s recorded learning

There are regular stops for water as we are all very aware of the need in this weather.

2:Update on School minibus for trips etc
There are no immediate plans 

3. Could the windows in the canteen be opened earlier when it is hot outside?
They are normally opened at Breakfast Club time which is 7.30. 

We are getting quotes for blinds in there.

4. Could a bin be placed in the courtyard? Yes

5. The children have told us about the three bells exercise. Will it be possible to notify parents (either before or after)? The parents would like to be able to be supportive of the process

That was my fault. We notified everyone last year so apologises for that.

6. Are there any plans for mitigation in the event of another power failure to avoid the children missing school?

We need to buy new fire shutters and have more bells placed around the school. This we are exploring

7. Has the school considered buying coloured tabbards for all children to wear to save parents having to buy additional t-shirts and to make the difference between those who have them or not less obvious. As an additional benefit it would remove the colour variations and make the teams more uniform in appearance

Mr. Duffin likes the idea of a tabard/sash but have found in the past they have ended up round necks and round waists. 

He agrees that we need to smarten up the appearance during PE. He doesn’t like the current PE kit and would far rather school branded tshirts in the children’s house colour. Updating the PE kit is something the PTA are very keen to help with.

8. Why where the children gender separated during some of the sports day events? Research suggests it is better for the children if events are kept gender neutral

Many of the older children feel more comfortable running with their friends and own gender group

9.  How are the menus in the canteen designed and what guidelines are followed? Do they consult the children/parents for views? How closely do they follow the published menus (i.e. how often do circumstances for a change)?
 The menus are put together by a team who interview a broad spectrum of children and parents.  Most recently they asked they would like to see more foods taken from the high street ie. Nando’s, Pizza Express, naturally this was very welcomed but then numbers show that traditional food is always very popular ie. roast on a Wednesday and fish fingers on a Friday.

 The Chartwells team then put together the menus following all the government guidelines ie. no more than two fried items but we actually go beyond this in most cases.  We shape our recipes using only the minimum amount of sugar in our desserts and mainly they are all fruit based.

 Consultation - Yes, as in the above children and parents are consulted.  We also in the Bromley area have a food forum so we see if we need to change menus on a more local level.  What is served in Medway wouldn’t necessary suit our Bromley pupils.

 Changes to the menu should only happen very occasionally.  This would be when there are supplier issues.  If the quality isn’t good then we do not accept the delivery. 

Also just to note we use locally sourced meat and vegetables as much as possible and use one delivery company, to reduce carbon emissions, and so that there isn’t too many delivery lorry’s going in and out of the schools.  Chartwells are signing up to the Pledge programme so that packaging is reduced alongside single use plastic.  We also only try to source food with sustainable palm oil and by 2020, we should not be using any palm oil at all.

 Could we not put extra in for trips and get the children a coach as they lose a lot of their trip time and like in this weather it’s so hot for them to travel.

We try to keep cost to a minimum by using public transport but we could get a price for both and see parents preference.

How comes the children are allowed to be picked up from the bottom playground on Friday as it’s tuck shop but it was against health and safety to do it that’s what we was told as to why we have to leave them in the bit by the office so what’s changed there? 

There is normally a tuck shop in the top playground too. The reason we separated out points of entry was to reduce the amount of congestion at the bottom playground. 

Some mums feel excluded from their children’s schooling now that parents are not allowed to go in the mornings as it just changed overnight there was no build up and a lot of the children are now crying when they didn’t used to 

Parents certainly aren’t excluded but welcomed in to support children’s learning. Please encourage parents to come in to see me if they wish to join in. I’m at the door almost every morning and haven’t seen or heard children crying and I have good hearing? 

Assessment – discussed what we do 
Baseline assessment

BPVS

The Early Learning Profile

Phonics assessment

Reading assessment/Pirar

Assertive mentor reception tests termly 

Assessment is through observation/group/1:1 

Pirar Reading Assessment

STAR   “             “

Accelerated Reading

Guided Reading Assessment 

Phonics

Weekly Maths Test

Grammar Hammer weekly

Assertive mentoring half termly

   “                   “        termly for Science

Foundation subjects topics 

Spelling tests weekly

BsquredB for our SEN pupils

IEPs for our children with EHCPs

EAL assessment

Year 1 Phonics 

SATS Y2/Y6

Half Termly Assessment

Pupil Progress Reviews half termly – with SLT/SENCO

Termly Assessments

End of Year Assessment grades

Predictions against scores in EYFS/KS1

In September:

NFER Reading tests 

5. Date for next meeting: Wednesday, 3rd October 2018






