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Parent Forum

Thursday, 10th May 2018, 6pm
Present: Emma Wilson – Deputy Head

Jane Haylen – Birch Class

Caroline Paulsen – Fir Class

Ellie Callaghan – Chestnut Class

Sally Callaghan – Walnut Class

Gemma Angier – Willow/Beech Class

Alex Kviat – Walnut Class  
Apologise: Liz Mungeam (Maple), Shanade Armitage (Hazel)
Questions brought to the Forum:

Why have the rules changed about coming into school for Year 1 children overnight?

The changes happened due to the handover of the new building and a new entrance. The school carried out a Safeguarding and Health & Safety audit and couldn’t have parents entering the school where children were getting changed from morning/afterschool clubs. If there was a fire we wouldn’t know who was in the building and with regard to terrorism stopping anyone unknown entering the school. The Year one children were less than a term away from the end of the Year and this would help with their transition to Year two. Allowances were made for parents whose children needed time to adapt to this change to continue to walk their children to class for the first week.  (This certainly wasn’t a rule but as I said on Class Dojo, we were working with parents to see what worked best. My main concern was to avoid any increase in congestion at the Junior school playground gate. Response from parents was positive. Mrs. Weeks)
Can siblings continue to be brought to the top playground with Year 1 children?

Yes, they are
Why aren’t Reception children dismissed from the playground with Year 1 and allowed to come into the building?

Due to 120 children being dismissed to 120 parents in a small area at 3pm and parents in Reception wanting to have the time to talk to their teachers, help their child choose their reading books and choosing their lunch etc.
Please can Reception Teachers give parents more notice/reminders about events that are going to happen?

Emma agreed to give as much notice as possible via class dojo and remind parents about the school website dates in the diary and put notices outside the classroom doors where possible.
Can we put the children’s ‘House Teams’ on the school website as parents don’t know what the teams are, what they are for and when will parents who are new to the school (e.g. Reception) going to be asked to buy a T-shirt in their child’s team colour for sports day? How are the teams chosen for their child? Why can’t they wear the coloured T-shirts for P.E?
Action: All parents to be informed what team their child is in and what colour T-shirt they will need ASAP for Sports Day. The team houses will go on the school website. Every child knows what team they are in as they split into these teams in most P.E lessons but they may call them by their colours rather than countries. The children are put into teams with their siblings and the rest is done randomly in alphabetical order. Where possible we try to make sure that each team has an equal number of boys/girls. Due to school events with other schools we like the children to be in ‘Poverest P.E kit’ and it is cheaper for lots of parents to buy a white T-Shirt. 
Do we have a healthy eating policy? Can parents be involved in promoting healthy eating in the school? How would they do this?

Please see the school website for all policies and we would love parents to be involved with this they just need to contact Mrs Weeks who will let the relevant staff members know. There is a Being Healthy week coming up soon which parents can be involved with. Action: A school dojo to be sent out asking if parents can help beforehand and who they should contact.
Are we going to be taking part in ‘run a mile’?
Mr Duffin is organising this now and will let you know when it is happening
Please can we have railings outside of the school gates/entrances?

Mrs Weeks has contacted the Local Authority about getting gates and is waiting to hear back. (This was discussed before and that is why I moved from using the double gates to the single one at the bottom playground) 
How long will we wait if there is no response?

Mrs Weeks is very good at chasing up people and she won’t leave it more than a few days before sending another email etc. Action: Progress on this to be discussed at the next meeting.

The new entrance gate has a gate release button that is accessible from the road by reaching your hand through the bars in the gate. Is this a security issue or is it just to keep the gate shut?
Mrs. Weeks has asked the builders about getting a new gate and this may just be a temporary one. Action: Emma to discuss with safeguarding team tomorrow.
At the last meeting it was discussed that parents might be able to pay by card for school dinners and clubs etc but it needed to be discussed with Governors first. What was the outcome of this?

Emma didn’t know Action: There is a Governors meeting next week and Emma would try to find out. (Our finance officer is in the process of getting this organised for us. Mrs. Weeks)
Why have we changed catering companies?

Emma didn’t know but knew that the staff were the same. It was suggested that it was possibly because the parents are now paying cheaper fees for dinner. (Every 3 years, as is best practice, we do a consultation on our contracts. We are part of a catering consortium with other schools to keep the price down. Several companies were shortlisted including our previous supplier but the decision from the Head Teachers on the panel was that our new providers were the best of those 
– Mrs. Weeks)
Can we have more school dinners from around the world e.g. biryani? Or themed weeks? 

Action: Ask the new catering company. 

Why can’t the packed lunch children sit with the school dinner children? Why is the canteen smaller than the previous one?

The layout of the canteen was discussed with the school dinner children not having to carry trays too far so that it made sense to have the packed lunches at the back. We are looking at getting long tables rather than round ones which would help with walkways and might mean that they could sit together. 

When are we looking at getting these new tables?

We would need to sell the round ones first as we have nowhere to store them and Mrs White is looking into getting long tables this now.  

Can the school provide fridges for the packed lunch children?

Lack of space was discussed and the suggestion of putting an ice pack in with the lunches. Action: Please can the school send out a dojo message suggesting this to parents in hot weather?
The school dinner options for jacket potatoes include cheese, beans, tuna and egg mayonnaise but they aren’t available every day why?
Beans and cheese are and tuna most days but there isn’t egg mayonnaise so this needs to be removed.
Do we celebrate Saints days as it isn’t very obvious if we do?

Every year we plan assemblies about each of the Saints as they link to the countries of our house teams and follow up discussions/activities continue in class where possible.

What is the school policy for sickness as the NHS states 48 hours?

There is no school policy but we recommend 24-48 hours.

Please can we have a policy/statement that says what the school ‘recommends’ so that parents are clear? Can this go on the school website?
Action: Emma to discuss with Mrs. Weeks
Is Poverest going to become an academy and what would the implications be for the school/parents/children?

We are already working with other schools e.g. sharing good teaching, resources etc and are looking at becoming a formal group with them but keeping our own identity, staff including Head Teacher, uniform etc. Action: We will update everyone regularly as things progress.
When was 100% attendance ‘gold tickets’ introduced? If a child has a regular hospital appointment why is this counted as sickness if a child has an ongoing medical condition/disability?

Emma was unsure when it was introduced but had been going for a few years. It was suggested possibly 2015. Action: Emma to speak to Mrs. Weeks and Mrs. Boorman about how the 100% is agreed with regards to children with hospital appointments so that they don’t feel discriminated against. (Medical and hospital appointments should not affect 100% attendance – Mrs. Weeks) 
At the last meeting Mr Haylock discussed extra help/interventions for children who might struggle with handwriting/holding a pencil correctly need extra help with maths etc. When does this happen and when will parents be informed that it is happening?

These interventions should be happening now Action: speak to your child’s class teacher for more information about what they are doing for your child, or speak to Mrs. Mills, our SENCO.

Mr Haylock discussed the possibility of a mini bus at the last meeting what is the latest update?

Emma didn’t know Action: Mr Haylock to discuss at the next meeting (We were offered a mini bus from Bromley High School but when I asked about mileage, etc, I was informed it had been sold to somebody else, so sorry. We are still exploring possibly leasing one – Mrs. Weeks)
Can the Poverest after school club be a bit nicer e.g. less like school with more games e.g. table tennis/football etc?

The club has just moved into the dining room and they are getting games etc for the room with hopefully a table tennis/football table it was just a storage issue at the moment. Action: After school club to put more photos of what they are doing on the school dojo showing a range of activities. (I know they have done some super things from making puppets and other craft things. Yesterday they were enjoying playing ball games out in the playground. It certainly isn’t formal, like school. – Mrs. Weeks)
The children are allowed to wear sandals to school in the summer. What colour should they be? Mrs. Weeks had said white or black. Could they also be navy to go with the school uniform? 
Emma didn’t want to make this decision but thought that toes should be covered where possible due to health and safety but would ask Mrs. Weeks to show them some examples of what she wanted for the parents to see/discuss/agree. (I am more than happy for the children to wear sensible sandals and blue is fine to match our school colours – Mrs. Weeks)
When will parents find out which teacher their child has next year?

The last week of term except the new Reception children who find out at the Teddy Bear’s picnic.

What do parents do with clothes that don’t fit their child anymore? Donate? Sell cheaply? Who do they give them to? Does the school except old shoes?
Donations are always welcome please hand into the school office and they will send them to the relevant class. This includes knickers, pants, tights, shoes and plimsolls. All are cleaned before they are given to children and Pupil Premium/free school meal children are given uniform where needed as part of the funding that the school gets where needed.

Can parents help with gardening/painting etc at the weekends to brighten up the Junior playground etc?
Half term was suggested as clubs would be running at the school and they would have access to toilets etc. Due to child care if this wasn’t possible then the caretaker would need to be paid overtime to be onsite or the volunteers wouldn’t be able to use the school facilities. Lots of parents offered to let any volunteers use their home toilets as they were near to the school if needed. Action: Ellie to recruit parents via school dojo and agree a date and let the school know.

Who evaluates the schools ICT/computing services?

Alex was happy to be consulted or talk to the children if needed. Mr Callaghan was also recommended for his services as part of his job.

How do parents offer to help the school using their job expertise other than Reception asking parents to come in as part of their ‘People who help us topic’?

Looking on each class webpage for a curriculum overview for the year would mean that parents could contact the relevant teacher. Possibly a dojo or questionnaire to ask for help?

Will the new Reception children be moving to the new building during the year as the change may upset some children?

The new Reception wouldn’t move until Easter next year but it would depend on the needs of the children whether they stayed until the end of the year or did one term in the new building.

1. Feedback from the tour

Very impressed, so much bigger, great computing suite but the music room was disorganised and the piano would need cleaning and probably tuning before the children could have piano lessons in there. (The Music Room isn’t being used yet as Mrs. Mills only moved in last week and needs to get everything organised so the room is safe for the children to use. – Mrs. Weeks)
Can we give a time and date for a tour via class dojo as some parents didn’t want to trouble the school just to show one parent round? (Each class was given a date to have a tour with Mrs. White and if they couldn’t attend to ask for another date to join another class. – Mrs. Weeks)
2. Section 3 of the School improvement plan – behaviour
· The Restorative Justice programme was discussed including peer mentors, the buddy bench etc and the impact on less pink behaviour slips at lunchtime and children having other strategies rather than just telling a teacher.
· The tracking of blue slips, pink slips and warnings was discussed and an example of a report that was shared with governors was shown and what we do about the identified children as a result discussed.

· The school council anti-bullying leaflet was shown and what Poverest identifies as bullying

· Safeguarding was also discussed and how we support the children in our care and those around them particularly in our Autistic Provision.

Next meeting:

· Feedback from any new tours and questions

· A new building update

· Pupil progress including SATs and phonics

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 27th June







