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Parent Forum

Thursday, 4th May 2017, 6pm
Present: Sally HT, Shanade YWal, Francis Y1, Emma Y6, Henna Y1, Liz Maple, Jo and Jane Y2, Amy YWill, Caroline Y3, Louise (parent governor Y4)
Questions brought to the Forum:

Parking 

- Speed at which parents drive around the school area is very high 
Spoken to council and left a message re. ramps,etc.
- Are there any plans for a car park for parents and how to manage parking space especially around the school gate. no
Childcare
- The new Tax free childcare which replaces  childcare vouchers, can it be used for breakfast club, football club & multi-skill. We are investigating this
- Are there any plans to introduce Drama Classes to the pupils in the near future and any chance of an extension for a bigger hall.
There is a KS2 Drama Club on Tuesday and KS1 on Thursday

- School dinners for reception, can they be optional as some kids are still struggling with eating away from home. No we have to let the kitchen know numbers
- Holiday clubs are in demand from parents  for the school summer holidays or any other holidays through the school year. We run holiday clubs and cancelled last one due to lack of take up
Council 

- parents concern regarding broken bottles outside the school and also dog poo. Can the council be contacted to put more signs out as well as bins to drop litter. Spoken to council who have put in a request for a dog waste bin near the school and no dog fouling posters close to the school. The council are very good at collecting rubbish on pavements as the bin is regularly emptied on the corner by foxes and cleared within a day. I do ring if it isn’t. 
1. Spendature. A parent was curious to know how the £9000/student/school year is spent for he had seen somewhere that from this under £3000 is spent per student and that the school would have over £1million in funds and wondered why this is saved up and not used on the children. I asked for the source so that I could have a look at the numbers presented and check them, but I haven't received the link as he said he would provide. The basic amount per child we receive is £2930.  This is a reduction of £8 per pupil compared to last year. We do receive other funding based on need, but this is the amount that is solely driven by a mainstream pupil. If we take all the other elements of School budget Share it comes to £6068 per child for 2017-2018.

2. School maintenance and overall tidiness. Continuing on the matter if maintenance we discussed last meeting another parent would like to see the school grounds tidier and more money spent on the school premises. The thought here is that with nice spaces the children feel more appreciated and respect their surroundings better. There was quite a bit of litter in the playground again today, I noticed. The problem we have is that the wind often blows rubbish in from the street. However we have advertised for an assistant caretaker to address things like this and they will appointed before half term if suitable.
3. The school website is new and in some areas is still waiting content. Is there a schedule for the site to be "finished"? We are working on this myself, Mr. Haylock and Mrs. White. It has been a huge task but is nearly there. 
4. Getting a red band for school dinner if you are late for school. A parent felt this is discriminatory since children with packed lunches still get to eat what they brought to school even if they are late. (See previous)
5. Is the extension/expansion starting in May? Yes it is beginning with drainage assessment.  Parents/rumours around school, saying hall isn't being extended?  Hall isn’t being extended, our hall is a particularly large one for a primary school. We will, however, have the canteen once it has been built, available either side of lunchtimes. Raising concerns about the school having an extra class each year but not enough room in the hall for events/shows etc. We are already organising concerts, etc. so no one misses out. 
2- with the extension plans, rumours going round about having Astro turf? We are going to have four astro pitches between the Early Years Centre and the new block.

2- while we are waiting for the expansion, for events could we offer one ticket per parent instead of 2 until the time comes where the school can cater for more parents? See above

3- there was upset about PTA agm, with working parents not being able to attend as all parents should be able to input. It was due to the constitution and this is being looked into as we agree working parents shouldn’t be penalised. We will check if admin address is on this. It is.



4- some parents feel the communication is a bit poor with parents and the school.  We have dojo messages though and text messages.  Is there a parent notice board? Not really sure what to suggest?

We have our newsletter which goes out every week and is displayed at both doors where parents enter. We are going to start to use the new board by junior door so parents don’t miss this. The newsletter goes on the website every week. Parents are emailed this if requested and paper copies are available if parents don’t have a computer.  Parents will also be able to download an app for the newsletter for their phones very soon. If it is of particular importance then letters will go home to children individually or parents are telephoned. Any other suggestions would be welcome?
Do parents receive advice about preparing their children for SATS and direction about what’s happening at school?
Year Six parents received a letter explaining preciously this and we don’t inform Year Two parents because we do the assessments in an informal way so  the children don’t realise they’re being assessed. Year Two Parents were told this at the beginning of the year in our ‘Meet the New teacher’ meeting and again at Parent/Pupil Reviews. 

How do Parent Forum members inform the parents in their class?
Inform the teacher of their email address and that they are the class rep. and the teacher dojos the parents. 

2. Parents were shown the half termly Pupil Progress Forms and how we use these to ensure every child is tracked for progress and interventions where necessary. 

3. We are going to do a Learning Walk at the end of term to see the school ‘in action’ following the format that the governors do with taking a particular focus e.g. maths

5. Date for next meeting 22/6/17






